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REPORT. 

I 


To  his  Excellency,  James  M.  Smith,  Governor  of 

Georgia  : 

Sir  : The  Trustees  of  the  Georgia  Academy  for  the 
Blind  respectfully  submit  their  report  for  the  twenty- 
first  year  of  the  Institution,  together  with  the  reports 
of  the  Treasurer,  H.  L.  Jewett,  Esq.,  and  of  the  Prin- 
cipal, W.  D.  Williams.  From  the  report  of  the  Treas- 
urer, you  will  see  that  the  financial  condition  of  the 
Institution,  from  the  date  of  our  last  report  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive Department,  is  as  follows : 

Unexpended  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  Novem- 


ber 15,  1871 $ 805  37 

Annual  appropriation  for  1872 11,000  00 

Total  resources  for  the  year $11,865  37 

Total  disbursements  for  support,  etc.,  1872 10,750  00 

Unexpended  balance  in  hand  of  Treasurer $ 1,115  37 


The  disbursements  of  the  Board  may  be  traced  out 
and  seen  in  the  account  of  expenditures  in  the  report 
of  the  Principal. 

That  officer  exhibits,  with  appropriate  vouchers  ap- 
proved by  the  Board  and  filed,  that  the  expenses  of  the 
entire  year,  1872,  have  been  ten  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five  dollars  and  eighty-three  cents , 
and  that  he  has  in  hand  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine 
dollars  and  thirty-tioo  cents.  These  two  statements, 
put  together,  show  that  the  Institution  enters  upon  the 
new  year  with  a balance  in  its  favor  of  twelve  hundred 
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and  fifty-four  dollars  and  sixty-nine  cents.  Consid- 
ering the  circumstances  of  the  establishment,  the  size 
of  the  household,  the  various  occasions  of  expendi- 
ture and  expensiveness  involved  in  the  care  and  educa- 
tion of  the  blind,  the  Board  think  the  management  of 
the  Institution  has  not  been  without  a due  regard  to  a 
proper  degree  of  economy.  The  usual  annual  appro- 
priation, eleven  thousand  dollars , will  be  required  for 
the  wants  of  the  year  1S73,  and  the  Trustees  respect- 
fully ask  its  renewal  by  the  General  Assembly.  The 
Trustees  refer  to  the  Principal’s  report  for  the  number 
of  pupils,  the  condition  of  the  property  and  other  mat- 
ters appertaining  to  the  management  of  the  domestic 
affairs. 

During  the  year,  the  Board  suffered  the  loss,  by 
death,  of  a very  esteemed  member,  viz:  Jackson  De- 
Loach,  Esq.  Mr.  DeLoacli  had  held  the  position  of 
trustee  fifteen  years,  and  during  most  of  this  time, 
when  in  health,  was  an  active  and  diligent  member  of 
the  Board,  and  an  ardent  friend  of  the  blind.  The 
board  have  elected  in  his  qilace  Virgil  Powers,  Esq. 

The  Board  cordially  approves  the  management  of  the 
Institution  on  the  part  of  the  officers  and  teachers,  as 
it  has  been  its  pleasure  so  often  to  do  in  the  past. 

Respectfully  submitted,  by  order  of  the  Board. 

James  Mercer  Green,  President. 

Georgia  Academy  for  the  Blind, 

Macon,  January  1,  1873. 


TREASURER’ S REPORT. 
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REPORT  OF  PRINCIPAL 

TO  TIIE 

BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES. 


Georgia  Academy  for  the  Blind, 
Macon,  January  1,  1873. 

Gentlemen  : In  submitting  the  annual  report  of  the 
internal  management  of  the  Georgia  Academy  for  the 
Blind,  I rejoice,  that  I can  truly  say,  that  the  year 
under  review,  has  been  marked  with  great  success  and 
prosperity  in  our  establishment.  I mention,  that  we 
have  had  almost  uninterrupted  health  among  the  mem- 
bers of  our  household;  that  we  have  had  tokens  of 
the  growing  appreciation  of  the  Institution  as  to  its 
purposes;  that  the  teachers  have  with  their  wonted 
zeal  and  fidelity,  discharged  their  several  duties ; that 
the  pupils  have  uniformly  applied  themselves  to  their 
studies  with  becoming  effort  and  diligence ; that  mu- 
tual good  will  and  kindly  offices  have  prevailed  in  the 
family,  and  that  the  results  of  our  labors  have  been 
quite  satisfactory. 

The  number  of  pupils  enrolled  since  the  date  of  our 
last  annual  report  is  thirty-nine ; thirty-seven  of  whom 
are  now  present,  two  having  returned  to  their  homes. 
Besides,  we  are  expecting  to  arrive  in  a few  days  four 
others,  whose  applications  have  been  received  and 
granted. 
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It  is  not  claimed,  that  this  number  embraces  all  the 
blind  in  the  State  entitled  under  our  rules  to  admis- 
sion. There  are  a few  known  to  us  whose  attend- 
ance we  have  made  ineffectual  efforts  to  secure,  and 
perhaps  others,  whose  existence  we  have  failed  to  dis- 
cover. W itli  whatever  opportunities  we  have,  we  make 
endeavors  to  spread  abroad  a better  knowledge  of  the 
Institution,  among  the  people  of  the  State,  and  to  ex- 
tend its  advantages  to  all  the  individuals  for  whose 
benefit  it  is  designed.  While  some  who  ought  to  be 
placed  under  our  care,  are,  from  one  cause  or  another 
kept  away,  others  occasionally  make  application  for 
admission,  which,  from  lack  of  qualification,  cannot  be 
entertained.  Perhaps  they  are  over  or  under  the  pre- 
scribed age ; perhaps  they  see  too  much,  or  have  de- 
fects of  vision  which  are  not  incurable ; perhaps  they 
are  idiotic  or  the  subjects  of  disease  which  disqualify 
them  for  our  training.  In  all  cases  we  endeavor  to 
make  judicious  discrimination,  and  to  hold  the  Insti- 
tution rigidly  to  the  purpose  which  it  has  undertaken. 
We  have,  as  the  result  of  this  care,  on  one  hand  a 
smaller  number  of  pupils,  and  on  another,  a more 
strictly  organized  and  a generally  more  effective 
school  than  we  might  have  had  with  less  carefulness 
as  to  the  admission  of  pupils. 

I think  I may  without  hesitation  say,  that  all  our 
pupils,  in  every  department,  are  making  fair  progress, 
while  the  advancement  of  a few  is  truly  gratifying. 
In  the  intellectual  department,  we  have  classes  (meas- 
uring by  the  mathematical  studies)  from  beginners  up 
to  plane  Geometry.  In  music,  we  claim  as  high  degree 
of  scientific  training  as  may  be  found  in  any  seminary 
of  the  State,  and  have  shown  the  same  on  various  oc- 
casions in  our  public  concerts  and  exhibitions,  and  in 
the  success  of  our  graduates  in  teaching  others.  The 
Department  of  industrial  work  is  still  maintained,  but 
we  have  had  this  year  no  apprentices  except  a few  boys 
from  the  school  department,  and  these  only,  but  for  a 
little  practice  in  the  intervals  of  study. 
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EXPENSES  OF  THE  ESTABLISHMENT. 

In  my  last  annual  report,  my  account  of  expendi- 


tures ended  with  November  1,  1871.  I then  had — 

Cash  on  hand .$2,373  02 

The  expenditures  of  November  and  December,  1871  were 2,207  87 

Which  left  a balance  in  hand  of $ 165  15 


The  following  is  a classified  abstract  from  my  books 
for  1872,  and  gives  the  amount  of  receipts  and  expen- 
ditures for  the  entire  year : 

RECEIPTS— 1872. 


Balance  as  above  from  1871 $ 165  15 

Orders  of  the  Board 10,750  00 

Total $10,915  15 


EXPENDITURES— 1872. 


For  salaries 

$ 3,270  00 

For  postage  and  stationery 

23  66 

For  carriage  hire  and  travel 

91  10 

For  school  expenses 

. : . . . 19  35 

For  music  expenses 

306  01 

For  pupils’  clothes 

688  19 

For  house  furnishing 

554  84 

For  servant  hire 

....  629  92 

For  fuel  and  lights 

749  50 

For  provisions 

3,747  98 

For  special 

515  10 

For  repairs 

180  19 

$10,775  83 

Balance  on  hand $ 139  33 


ESTIMATES  FOR  1873. 

I think  the  annual  appropriation,  eleven  thousand 
dollars,  for  the  payment  of  salaries  and  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  institution,  will  be  sufficient  for  these  prob- 
able wants.  A considerable  increase  in  the  attendance 
is  probable,  which  will  necessarily  increase  our  ex- 
penses. But  many  items  of  our  necessary  expendi- 
tures are  fixed,  and  those  that  are  variable  with  the 
.size  of  the  household  will  not  probably  so  enhance 
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our  expenses,  even  with  a greater  increase  of  pupils 
than  we  anticipate,  as  to  embarrass  us  before  the  close 
of  the  year. 


PROPERTY. 

I report  the  property  generally  in  a safe  and  good 
condition.  We  endeavor  to  have  all  repairs  made  as 
soon  as  needed,  and  keep  up  the  insurance  on  the 
building,  and  defray  the  expenses  thereof  from  the  gen- 
eral fund. 

The  growing  importance  of  College  street,  which  is 
in  the  rear  of  our  lot,  suggests  the  propriety  of  replac- 
ing the  plain  temporary  wooden  fence  on  that  side 
■with  one  of  brick  and  iron,  similar  to  the  one  in  front. 
This  will  give  us  another  front,  add  much  to  our  adorn- 
ment, and  put  us  in  a suit  corresponding  with  those  of 
our  neighbors,  the  Wesleyan  Female  College,  and  the 
good  citizens  living  on  that  beautiful  street.  , 

I refrain  from  discussions  on  any  of  the  topics  relat- 
ing to  the  education  and  interests  of  the  blind,  because 
I do  not  wish  to  encumber  this  communication  with 
matters  not  strictly  pertinent  to  the  details  of  our  own 
Institution.  Great  activity  of  thought  and  labor  pre- 
vails in  both  Europe  and  America  in  relation  to  the 
different  branches  of  our  special  work.  Questions  of 
every  character,  arising  in  schemes  for  promoting  the 
wellfare  of  the  blind,  are  being  thoughtfully  consid- 
ered and  discussed  by  able  men.  New  inventions  of 
modes,  appliances  and  apparatus,  for  their  instruction, 
are  being  brought  forth.  It  is  sought  everywhere  to 
extend  their  circle  of  knowledge  and  intellectual  cul- 
ture, to  enlarge  their  sphere  of  life  and  usefulness,  to 
open  to  them  new  branches  of  industrial  labor  and 
new  sources  of  livelihood,  and  to  discover,  if  possible, 
some  where  in  the  domains  of  science  and  art,  elima- 
tion,  more  or  less  effectual,  of  the  difficulties  of  their 
hapless  condition.  Concert  of  action  and  study  in  the 
profession  has  been,  in  a great  degree,  attained  through 
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tlie  conventions  and  associations  of  its  members,  and 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  much  real  progress  in  the 
business  has  been  made  by  reason  of  these  agitations 
and  labors,  and  that  intelligent  efforts  in  this  tendency 
are  worthy  of  approbation  and  encouragement.  It 
cannot  be  denied,  however,  that  in  this  branch  of 
human  investigation,  as  in  others,  there  may  be  found 
visionary  theorists,  and  schemes  proposed,  which  in- 
volve both  the  incompatible  and  the  impossible. 
Blindness  is  an  evil — a terrible  evil — and,  while  artists 
dream  and  philosophers  speculate  and  the  cycles  roll 
on,  “and  the  thoughts  of  men  are  widened  with  the 
process  of  the  suns,”  it  will  be  found  a sad  depriva- 
tion— to  invoke  our  compassion  and  claim  our  care. 

The  American  Association  of  Instructors  of  the  Blind 
held,  in  August  last,  a ■session  at  Boston,  Massachu- 
setts. The  body,  composed  of  the  principal  officers 
of  nineteen  or  twenty  Institutions,  was  entertained 
several  days  at  the  Perkins  Institution  with  great  hos- 
pitality and  kindness,  by  Dr.  S.  Gf.  Howe,  the  Director, 
and  his  associates.  The  session  was  one  of  much  in- 
terest, and  the  Association  there  had  the  opportunity 
of  observing  the  management  of  one  of  the  oldest  and 
best  appointed  institutions  on  the  continent  of  America, 
under  the  daily  attentions  of  those  whose  wisdom  and 
zeal  have  built  it  up,  and  through  it,  have  done  so  much 
for  the  elevation  of  the  blind  in  all  English-speaking 
countries. 

With  my  thanks  to  the  Board  for  its  continued  favor ; 
to  my  associates  in  the  school  and  household  for  their 
unfailing  co-operation,  and  to  our  pupils,  never  to  be 
forgotten,  for  their  varied  graces,  and  bidding  all  a 
happy  new  year,  I respectfully  submit  this  report. 

W.  D.  Williams,  Principal. 


LIST  OF  LLTPILS. 


Names. 

Astin,  Cliarlca 

Bailev,  William  T 

Balkcom,  M.  L 

Barnes,  Josephus 

Boddeford,  Alexander. . . 

Burks,  John  J 

Coley,  J.  T 

Coley,  S.  A.  W 

Gibson,  Jamea  Si 

Hendrix,  J.  G.  P 

Ilodnette,  Hope 

Northcutt,  W.  I 

Peacock.  L.  O 

Peacock,  William  LeRoy 

Singleton,  James 

Wofford,  Jacob 


MALES. 


Residence. 

Campbell  county. 
Gordon  count)'. 
Twiggs  county. 
Bibb  county. 
Decatur  county. 
Clayton  county. 
Stewart  county. 
Stewart  county. 
Twiggs  county. 
Coweta  county. 
Coweta  county. 
Campbell  county. 
Wilkinson  county. 
Wilkinson  coun^. 
Harris  county. 
Fulton  county. 


Names. 


Females. 


Residence. 


Barbee,  Missouri 

Barfield,  Cenith 

Beaman,  Pauline. . .' 

Bedgood,  E.  J 

Collins,  Minnie 

Coley,  Nannie 

Coley,  Susan  V 

Couch,  Mattie 

Edwards,  Ella 

King,  Alice 

Lane,  Sarah  Frances... 

McGuire,  Kitty 

Mclnvale,  Fanny 

Perry,  M.  A 

Price,  Alice 

Beed,  Carrie 

Reed,  Susan  Estella 

Roquemore,  Ida 

Stoekwell,  Annie 

Taylor,  Mary  A 

Thacker,  Sarah  M 

Tison,  Martha  Elizabeth 
Wilson,  Virginia 


.Wilkinson  county. 
.Macon  county. 
.Bartow  county. 
.Wilkinson  county. 
.Alabama. 

.Stewart  county. 
.Stewart  county. 
Jackson  county. 
Troup  county. 
Fulton  county. 
Monroe  county. 
Fulton  county. 
Crawford  county. 
Macon  county. 
Randolph  county. 
Bartow  county. 

• Bartow  county. 

Bibb  county. 

Glynn  county. 

Harris  county. 
Gordon  county. 
Washington  county. 
Gordon  county. 


OIHCTJLA.H. 


This  is  an  Institution,  as  its  name  implies,  for  the 
education  of  the  Blind.  It  comprises  three  depart- 
ments— 

First.  The  School ; in  which  blind  children  and 
youths  are  instructed  in  all  the  branches  of  English, 
taught  in  the  common  schools  of  the  country. 

Second.  Department  of  Music  ; in  which  vocal  and 
instrumental  music  is  taught  in  connection  with  the 
following  instruments : piano,  organ,  guitar,  violin  and 
flute. 

Third.  The  Department  of  Handicrafts ; in  which 
the  blind  are  trained  to  industrial  work,  and  taught 
trades  by  which  they  can  earn  a livelihood  for  them- 
selves. 


QUALIFICATIONS  FOR  ADMISSION. 

The  Academy  receives  into  its  School  Department 
such  youths,  male  and  female,  as  are  hopelessly  blind, 
or  incurably  blind  to  that  degree  which  prevents  edu- 
cation in  the  ordinary  method,  between  the  ages  of 
eight  and  twenty  years,  of  sound  mind  and  free 
from  bodily  disease,  and  of  good  moral  character  and 
habits. 


TERMS  OF  ADMISSION. 

The  indigent  of  this  State  are  taken  without  charge 
for  board  and  tuition,  being  supported  upon  State  ap- 
propriation. To  those  able  to  contribute  wholly  or  in 
part  towards  their  education,  the  charge  will  be  gradu- 
ated from  the  maximum  of  $2o0  to  such  sum  as  their 
means  will  authorize  them  to  pay.  All  are  expected 
to  come  provided  with  a supply  of  good,  comfortable 
clothing,  to  be  replenished  by  their  friends,  or  means 
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provided  therefor,  from  time  to  time,  as  it  becomes 
necessary. 

Blind  men,  not  too  old  to  learn  a trade,  will  be  re- 
ceived as  apprentices  in  the  Department  of  Handicrafts 
on  the  same  terms  as  pupils  are  received  into  the 
school. 

If  a pupil  or  apprentice  shall,  after  a fair  trial,  prove 
incompetent  for  useful  instruction,  or  disobedient  to 
the  wholesome  regulations  of  the  Academy,  or  in  any- 
wise an  unfit  or  improper  subject  for  retention  in  the 
Institution,  he  or  she  will  be  discharged. 

THE  ANNUAL  SCHOOL  TERM  BEGINS  SEPTEMBER  FIRST, 
AND  ENDS  JUNE  THIRTIETH. 

Pupils  admitted  at  any  time.  All  persons  are  re- 
quested to  send  to  the  Principal  the  names  and  ad- 
dresses of  blind  children  known  to  them,  with  a state- 
ment of  their  circumstances,  so  as  to  enable  him  to 
form  some  opinion  as  to  their  fitness  for  admission  into 
the  Institution,  and  to  assist  in  putting  him  in  commu- 
nication with  their  friends. 

The  information  sought,  may  be  conveniently  given 
in  simple  answers  to  the  following  questions : 

1.  Name  and  age  of  the  blind  person? 

2.  Name  of  parents  or  guardian,  with  post-office 

address  ? 

3.  Blindness  whether  total  or  partial  ? 

4.  Cause  of  blindness,  if  known  ? 

5.  Has  the  blindness  been  examined  by  ph}'sicians, 

and  pronounced  incurable? 

G.  Is  the  person  of  sound  mind,  and  susceptible  of 
intellectual  culture  ? 

7.  Also  of  good  character  and  habits? 

S.VAlso  free  from  disease  that  will  interfere  with  in- 
struction or  incommode  the  household ! 

9.  What  sum  can  be  paid  for  board  and  tuition — 
also  for  clot1  ’ 


Address 


CARD  OF  THANKS. 


The  thanks  of  the  officers  and  pupils  of  the  Georgia 
Academy  for  the  Blind  are  due  and  are  hereby  tendered 
to  the  officers  of  the  following  railroads  of  the  State, 
for  free  passes,  on  necessary  occasions,  over  their 
respective  lines— a most  important  privilege  and  aid 
toward  the  benevolent  work  of  the  institution,  viz : 

MACON  & WESTERN, 
SOUTH-WESTERN, 

CENTRAL, 

GEORGIA, 

MACON  & BRUNSWICK, 

ATLANTA  & WEST  POINT, 

WESTERN  & ATLANTIC, 

Also,  the  thanks  of  the  same  are  due  and  hereby 
tendered  to  the  proprietors  and  editors  of  the  follow- 
ing newspapers,  for  sending  their  issues,  gratuitously, 
to  the  Institution,  thereby  contributing  means  of  in- 
formation as  to  the  current  news  and  other  important 
matters ; and  also  to  the  same  and  to  all  other  papers 
that  have  given  such  notice  of  the  Institution,  and  its 
work,  as  was  calculated  to  bring  its  object  and  advan- 
tages before  the  blind  youth  of  the  State : 

The  Telegraph  & Messenger — Daily— of  Macon. 

The  Federal  Union  & Recorder — W eekly  — of  Mil- 
ledgeville. 

The  Houston  Home  Journal — Weekly — of  Perry. 

The  Macon  Enterprise — Daily — of  Macon. 

The  Christian  Index — Weekly — of  Atlanta. 

Southern  Christian  Advocate — W eekly — of  Macon. 

Christian  Advocate — Weekly — of  New  York. 

Central  City — Weekly — of  Albany. 

Tri-  Weekly  Courier — of  Rome. 
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